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STORM LAKE DOWNTOWN  MASTER PLAN
Downtown Storm Lake has long been an activity center, employment hub, and public gathering 
space for residents and visitors alike. In January 2022, the City of Storm Lake started working on 
a collaborative and implementable Downtown Master Plan that celebrates the past, present, and 
future of our community. To create a plan reflects our rich history, embraces the community’s 
unique culture, and captures the diverse needs of our residents, we need your ideas throughout 
the process to make this vision a reality! 

WHAT  IS  A  MASTER  PLAN?
A Master Plan in a long-term vision (10- 20 years) for our Downtown’s preservation and 
improvement. This vision will include recommendations on the preservation and enhancement 
of existing features, improved streetscapes, new features and amenities, and opportunities to 
connect downtown to places we love in Storm Lake!
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Implementable 
Master Plan

Use the ideas of residents 
to define the plan’s goals, 

priorities, and vision. 

Provide feedback on 
the draft concepts 
and improvements.

Incorporate community 
feedback into a 
final draft plan. 

Look for additional 
opportunities to provide 

feedback on the final draft 
and help us celebrate the 
collaborative, actionable 
Downtown Master Plan 
we created together!

Synthesize feedback 
received into a finalized 

master plan document for 
City Council consideration 

and approval. 

Start implementing the 
projects and working 
toward the vision our 

community created in the 
Downtown Master Plan!

Phase
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Kick-Off
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PROJECT GOALS + VISION

ENGAGEMENT  PROCESS

WHAT  WE  HAVE  HEARD  SO  FAR

KEY  CONSIDERATIONS
Promote Community Gatherings

Create Inclusive Community Spaces

Encourage Mixed + Compatible Uses

Support Reinvestment

Add New Housing Choices

Foster Healthy Community Design

Create an Exceptional Walking + Biking Environment

Strengthen Connections

Enhance Downtown Experience

Stimulate Redevelopment + Economic Growth

•	 Entertainment and  
Community Spaces 

•	 Facade Improvements
•	 Lighting Improvements
•	 Parking Considerations

•	 Plantings
•	 Public Art
•	 Retail, Restaurants,  

and Housing

•	 Seating, Bike Racks,  
and Trash Receptacles

•	 Streetscape 
Improvements

•	 Walkability + 
Connectivity

•	 Wayfinding +  
Blade Signage

MARCH 2022
COMMUNITY VISIONING DISCUSSIONS 
MARCH 2022 - APRIL 2022
ONE-ON-ONE DISCUSSIONS WITH DOWNTOWN BUSINESS OWNERS 
APRIL 2022
“BUILD YOUR IDEAL DOWNTOWN STORM LAKE” COMMUNITY CHARRETTE
APRIL 2022 – MAY 2022 
PROJECT WEBSITE TO COLLECT COMMUNITY INPUT
AUGUST 2022
ICE CREAM SOCIAL + OPEN HOUSE
OCTOBER 2022 
BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR A FOLLOW-UP EVENT THIS FALL! 
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EXISTING CONDITIONS + SITE SELECTION
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SITE  1  Erie Street Event Space
•	 Parking lot is publicly owned
•	 Activates street/area outside of Lake Avenue 
•	 Provides an event area/community gathering space Noted during preliminary public engagement

SITE  2  Courthouse Green space 
•	 Publicly owned corner is highly visible for passing pedestrian and vehicle traffic xeriscaping  

and drought-resistant plantings
•	 Opportunity for implementing model storm water practices
•	 Attractive lunchtime plaza for employees of the Courthouse or nearby businesses or provides a  

respite area for visitors to downtown 

SITE  3  Storm Lake Library and Witter Gallery Plaza
•	 Enhancement of existing, publicly owned area
•	 Activates an area currently frequently used by residents Gathering space, public Wi-Fi access

SITE  4  Michigan Street Multi-Use Building
•	 Building currently vacant and for sale
•	 Used as a commercial property previously
•	 Activates an underutilized block of downtown by providing a variety of uses throughout the day/week 

SITE  5  Railroad Street Brewery
•	 Building currently vacant
•	 Used as a nightclub/bar previously
•	 Large building footprint with ample room for brewery space and outdoor seating

SITE  6  Downtown Gateway Opportunity
•	 Sites sit on either side of Lake Avenue as you cross the railroad and enter downtown Storm Lake, these sites provide 

a unique opportunity to provide a gateway or welcoming feature to note arrival in the downtown district  
•	 Understanding the memorial Main Street Park is privately owned but well loved by the community, these concepts 

respect the existing layout of the park and propose minimal enhanced plantings to complement the proposed uses 
across the street

•	 Site on east side of Lake Avenue/Railroad Street is currently vacant, used as a commercial/restaurant  
property previously
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DOWNTOWN ALLEYWAY OPPORTUNITIES

D ump s t er  S cr e en A l ley  P r o gr amming D ump s t er  S cr e en A l ley  P r o gr amming
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EXISTING ALLEYWAYS: EXAMPLE OF ACTIVATED ALLEYWAY
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EXISTING CONDITIONS EXAMPLE A:  TEMPORARY EXAMPLE B:  PERMANENT 

SITE 1: COMMUNITY EVENT SPACE

T his  ex ample  pr ov ide s  a  temp or ar y  even t  sp ac e  w i t h  de c or a t i ve  p avemen t  and  mobi le 
p lan ter s  t ha t  ou t l ine  sp ac e s  f o r  f o o d  t r uck s  and  ten t s . 

* 2  p ar k ing  sp o t s  r emove d  f or  f u t ur e  u t i l i t ie s

T his  ex ample  inc lude s  p er manen t  p lan ter s ,  a  c en t r a l  ga t her ing  spac e ,  and  a  shade d 
p er f or manc e  ar e a .
*4 0  p ar k ing  sp o t s  r emove d

WHAT COULD THIS LOOK LIKE? (SELECT IDEAS YOU LIKE!)

M ob i le  P lan t er s

P la z a

P lan t ing

F o o d  Tr uck  Par k ing

Per f o r manc e  S t r uc t ur eTen t  Sp ac e s

D e c or a t e d  C oncr e t e

Scale 1”=40’Scale 1”=40’Scale 1”=40’ NORTHNORTHNORTH

LOCATOR MAP
M ovab le  S e a t ingU t i l i t y  S cr e enF ar m er s  Mar ke t

P lan t er s  +  Pavem en t Per f o r manc e  S t r uc t ur e P lan t ing

C i t i z e n s  1 s t 
N a t i o n a l  B a n k

O h i o  N a t i o n a l 
F i n a n c i a l  S e r v i c e s

S a n t a ’s  C a s t l e

Erie Street

Erie Street

Erie Street

T he  c onc ep t s  f or  the  C ommuni t y  Even t  Spac e  prov ide 
t wo  di f f e ren t  v is ions  f or  re -purpo s ing  a  pub l ic ly  owne d 
park ing  lo t  in to  a  c ommuni t y  even t  spac e .  One  v is ion  is  a 
temporar y  even t  spac e  wi th  movab le  f i x t ure s ,  the  s e c ond 
c onc ep t  permanen t ly  re - purpo s e s  a  park ing  lo t  f or  us e  as 
a  c ommuni t y  ga ther ing  spac e .  T he  park ing  lo t  on  Er ie  & 
Rai l road  is  jus t  one  po s s ib le  s i te  f or  th is  c onc ep t ,  o ther 
pub l ic  park ing  lo t s  may  a ls o  b e  a  grea t  loc a t ion!

+  L O T  O P P O R T U N I T I E S
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SITE 2: COURTHOUSE GREENSPACE
EXISTING CONDITIONS CONCEPT A :  PUBLIC GATHERING SPACE CONCEPT B :  PUBLIC PATIO

T his  c onc ep t  o f f e r s  a  p er manen t  shade  s t r uc t ur e ,  de ten t ion  p lan t ings  and  t ab le s  w i t h  chai r s 
in  a  l ine ar  p la z a . 

T h is  c onc ep t  pr ov ide s  mul t ip le  p er manen t  shade  s t r uc t ur e s  a longs ide  l igh t ing  s e a t ing ,  and 
a  s tor m  wa ter  de ten t ion  p lan t ings .

WHAT COULD THIS LOOK LIKE? (SELECT IDEAS YOU LIKE!)

Scale 1”=20’Scale 1”=20’Scale 1”=20’ NORTHNORTHNORTH

S e a t-wal l

Shade  S t r uc t ur e  +  L igh t ing

O p en  L aw n

Plan t ing

Shade  S t r uc t ur e s

S e a t ing

LOCATOR MAP
Shade  S t r uc t ur eM ovab le  S e a t ingShade  S t r uc t ur e

S e a t-wal l P lan t ing Paver s

B u e n a  V i s t a  C o u n t y 
C o u r t h o u s e

B u e n a  V i s t a  C o u n t y 
A s s e s s o r

E a s t  5t h  S t r e e t E a s t  5t h  S t r e e t E a s t  5t h  S t r e e t

Erie street

Erie street

Erie street
T he  c onc ep t s  f or  the  C our thous e  Gre en  spac e  are  t wo 
di f f e ren t  v is ions  f or  a  shade d  re sp i te  area  wi th  enhanc e d 
p lan t ings  on  the  s ou thwe s t  c orner  o f  the  C our thous e  lawn . 
T he  s e c ond  c onc ep t  re loc a te s  the  ex is t ing  f lag  to  b e  f oc al 
po in t  o f  th is  new  ga ther ing  spac e . 
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SITE 3: STORM LAKE LIBRARY AND WITTER GALLERY 
EXISTING CONDITIONS CONCEPT A :  GARDEN PLAZA CONCEPT B :  SCULPTURE PLAZA

T his  l igh ter  touch  c onc ep t  inc lude s  a  c over e d  s e a t ing  ar e a ,  shade d  ga t her ing  sp ac e ,  and 
na t i ve  p lan t ings .

T h is  c onc ep t  pr ov ide s  t wo  shade d  s e a t ing  ar e as ,  and  b lends  ar t  and  s tor m  wa ter 
managemen t  w i t h  na t i ve  p lan t s  and  l i v ing  wal ls . 

WHAT COULD THIS LOOK LIKE? (SELECT IDEAS YOU LIKE!)

Scale 1”=20’Scale 1”=20’Scale 1”=20’ NORTHNORTHNORTH

F la g  Po l e

C o v e re d  Ha l f  Mo o n  S ea t i n g

P lan t ing

S e a t-wal l

L i v ing  Wal l

C over e d  S e a t ing

C over e d  S e a t ing

A ddi t ional  F lag  Po le

Shade  S t r uc t ur e

P lan t ing

Wa t er  Managem en t  F e a t ur e

LOCATOR MAP
M ovab le  S e a t ingP lan t ingShade  S t r uc t ur e

S e a t-wal l Shade  S t r uc t ur e L i v ing  Wal l

S t o r m  L a k e  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y 
+

W i t t e r  G a l l e r yCayuga Street

Cayuga Street

Cayuga Street

T he  c onc ep t s  f or  the  S torm  L ake  L ibrar y  and  W i t ter  Gal le r y 
P laz a  prov ide  t wo  di f f e ren t  v is ions  to  enhanc e  th is  spac e 
tha t  is  us e d  and  love d  by  the  c ommuni t y.  T he  f i r s t  c onc ep t 
is  a  shade d  p laz a  wi th  s ea t ing  areas ,  enhanc e d  p lan t ings , 
and  a  wa ter  f ea t ure  tha t  a ls o  manage s  s torm  wa ter. 
T he  s e c ond  c onc ep t  in te gra te s  ar t  in to  the  spac e  wi th 
s culp t ure s  and  a  l i v ing  wal l ,  as  wel l  as  inc luding  shade d 
s ea t ing  areas  and  enhanc e d  p lan t ings .  
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SITE 4: MICHIGAN STREET MULTI-USE 
EXISTING CONDITIONS CONCEPT A :  PATIO + PLANTING ADDITIONS CONCEPT B :  ROOFTOP BAR + COMMERCIAL

T his  c onc ep t  enhanc e s  t he  ex is t ing  lands c ap e  w i t h  p lan t s  and  a  p a t io  ar e a . T h is  c onc ep t  pr op o s e s  a  mul t i - us e  bui ld ing  w i t h  a  r o o f top  b ar,  p a t io  s e a t ing ,  and  up da te d 
p lan t ings . 
* 2  p ar k ing  sp o t s  r emove d

WHAT COULD THIS LOOK LIKE? (SELECT IDEAS YOU LIKE!)

LOCATOR MAP

Scale 1”=20’Scale 1”=20’Scale 1”=20’ NORTHNORTHNORTH

Pa t io

P lan t ing

R e s t or e d  Bui ld ing

P lan t ing

R ais e d  Pa t io

R o o f t op  B ar

C onc ep t  BR o o f t op  Pa t ioR o o f t op  Pa t io

Pa t io R enova t e d  Bui ld ing Pa t io

B u i l d i n g  F o r  S a l e

A mve t s

U p p e r  D e s  M o i n e s  O p p o r t u n i t y  I n c .

We s t  6 t h  S t r e e t We s t  6 t h  S t r e e t We s t  6 t h  S t r e e t

T he  c onc ep t s  f or  the  Michigan  S t re e t  Mul t i - Us e  Bui ld ing , 
loc a te d  on  the  c orner  o f  Michigan  S t re e t  and  6 th  S t re e t , 
show  t wo  di f f e ren t  v is ions  f or  th is  spac e .  T he  f i r s t  c onc ep t 
re s tore s  the  ex is t ing  bui ld ing  and  adds  a  pa t io  area  wi th 
enhanc e d  p lan t ings .  T he  s e c ond  c onc ep t  inc orpora te s  a 
roo f - top  bar  and  t wo -s tor y  pa t io  f or  addi t ional  ou tdoor 
c ommerc ia l  us e s . 
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SITE 5: RAILROAD STREET BREWERY
EXISTING CONDITIONS CONCEPT A :  RENOVATED BREWERY CONCEPT B :  NEW BREWERY

T his  c onc ep t  i s  an  adap t i ve  r eus e  o f  t he  ex is t ing  s t r uc t ur e  and  inc lude s  a  pr i va te  p a t io 
sp ac e  and  s e as onal  ou tdo or  b ar.

T h is  c onc ep t  pr op o s e s  a  new  bui ld ing  f o r  t he  br ewer y,  c over e d  p a t io  sp ac e ,  and  p ar k ing .

WHAT COULD THIS LOOK LIKE? (SELECT IDEAS YOU LIKE!)

Tr a in  C ar  B ar

R ais e d  D e ck  S e a t ing

Pa t io
Br ewer y

C over e d  Pa t io

Br ewer y

L ower  Pa t io  S e a t ing

Par k ing  ( 1 1  sp o t s)

Scale 1”=20’Scale 1”=20’Scale 1”=20’ NORTHNORTHNORTH

LOCATOR MAP
Pa t ioL ower  Pa t ioPa t io

S e as onal  O u t do or  B ar L ower  Pa t io Shade  S t r uc t ur e

C l o s e d  N i g h t c l u b

E as t  R ai l r oad  S t r e e t

E as t  R ai l r oad  S t r e e t

E as t  R ai l r oad  S t r e e t

?

R ai l r oad

T he  c onc ep t s  f or  the  Rai l road  S t re e t  Brewer y  prov ide  t wo 
di f f e ren t  v is ions  f or  a  brewer y,  loc a te d  on  Rai l road  S t re e t 
b e t we en  Er ie  S t re e t  and  C ay uga  S t re e t .  T he  f i r s t  c onc ep t  is 
an  adap t ive  reus e  o f  the  ex is t ing  s t ruc t ure ,  c omple te  w i th 
a  large  pa t io  spac e  and  s eas onal ,  ou tdoor  bar.  T he  s e c ond 
c onc ep t  propo s e s  a  new  bui ld ing  wi th  a  pa t io  spac e  and 
on -s i te  park ing . 
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SITE 6: DOWNTOWN GATEWAY 
EXISTING CONDITIONS

LOCATOR MAP

CONCEPT A :  WINE BAR CONCEPT B :  SCULPTURE GARDEN

T his  c onc ep t  i s  an  adap t i ve  r eus e  o f  t he  ex is t ing  s t r uc t ur e  to  c r e a te  an  in t ima te  w ine  b ar, 
c omple te  w i t h  an  ou tdo or  p a t io  ar e a . 

T h is  c onc ep t  inc lude s  a  ga teway  f e a t ur e  to  we lc ome  v is i to r s  and  r e s iden t s  a l ike  to 
dow n tow n ,  sp ac e  to  showc as e  lo c al  ar t ,  and  r e sp i te  ar e as . 

WHAT COULD THIS LOOK LIKE? (SELECT IDEAS YOU LIKE!)

W ine  B ar

Pa t io  Sp ac e  w i t h  F i r e  P i t

B ike  R ack s

G a z e b o

R e s t au r a n t

Lake Avenue North

Lake Avenue North

Lake Avenue North

E as t  Rai l r oad  S t r e e t

E as t  Rai l r oad  S t r e e t

E as t  Rai l r oad  S t r e e t

L o c al  A r t  Ins t a l la t ion

G a t eway  F e a t ur e

S e a t ing

Scale 1”=20’Scale 1”=20’Scale 1”=20’ NORTHNORTHNORTH

We lc om e  S culp t ur eW ine  B ar E nhanc e d  P lan t ings

F i r e  P i t A r t  Ins t a l la t ion B ike  R ack

E nhanc e d  P lan t ingsE nhanc e d  P lan t ings

T he  Down town  Ga teway  Oppor t uni t y  c onc ep t s  prov ide  t wo 
di f f e ren t  v is ions  f or  an  en t ranc e  in to  down town  S torm 
L ake ,  loc a te d  a t  L ake  Avenue  a t  Rai l road  S t re e t .  C onc ep t  A 
is  an  ac t ive  spac e  wi th  a  w ine  bar  and  ou tdoor  pa t io  area , 
whereas  C onc ep t  B  is  a  more  pas s ive  spac e ,  c omple te  w i th 
a  s culp t ure  garden ,  s ea t ing  areas ,  and  spac e s  f or  loc al  ar t 
ins t a l la t ions . 
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WHAT SITE SHOULD BE THE HIGHEST PRIORITY FOR IMPROVEMENTS?
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FURNISHINGS + FINISHES
BIKE RACKS TRASH CANS

PLANTERS + BALLARDS

SEATING

WAYFINDING + BUILDING SIGNAGE FACADE IMPROVEMENTS 

SEATING TABLES

PLANTERS LIGHTING

PLACE YOUR VOTES!
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LAKE AVENUE DOWNTOWN, NORTH OF RAILROAD STREET
3  L ane s

T his  op t ion  inc lude s  t wo  t r ave l  lane s  w i t h  a  shar e d  t ur n  lane  bu t  do e s  no t  inc lude  a 
b ike  lane .  T he  s idewalk  w id t h  r emains  t he  s ame .

3  L ane s  wi th  Pro tec ted  B ike  L ane s

T his  op t ion  c onne c t s  dow n tow n  to  t he  lake  w i t h  a  pr o te c te d  b ike  lane ,  w i t h  angle d 
p ar k ing  s ep ar a t ing  c ar  t r a f f ic  f r om  b iker s .  T he  s idewalk  w id t h  r emains  t he  s ame .

C en ter  Employee  Park ing

T his  op t ion  inc lude s  addi t ional  par k ing  in  t he  c en ter,  de s igna te d  f o r  employe e s ,  and 
r e duc e s  t r a f f ic  to  t wo  lane s .  T he  angle d  p ar k ing  in  t he  c en ter  c ould  p o s e  c i r cu la t ion 
and  s a f e t y  c onc er ns .  T h is  c onc ep t  inc lude s  an  ex p ande d  s idewalk  ameni t y  zone , 
p r ov id ing  addi t ional  sp ac e  f o r  f ur n ish ings  and  p lan t ings  or  g i v ing  bus ine s s e s 
addi t ional  opp or t uni t ie s  f o r  ou tdo or  d in ing  or  s imi lar  pr o gr amming .

Scale 1”=40’ Scale 1”=40’ Scale 1”=40’NORTH NORTH NORTH

PLACE YOUR VOTES!
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LAKE AVENUE, SOUTH OF RAILROAD STREET
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T his  op t ion  inc lude s  p ar k ing  on  b o t h  s ide s  o f  t he  s t r e e t ,  w i t h  a  b ike  lane  and  b io -
r e ten t ion  ar e a  on  b o t h  s ide s  o f  t he  r o ad .  B ic yc l is t s  ar e  r id ing  nex t  to  t r a f f ic  in  t h is 
op t ion ,  w hich  c ould  p o s e  s a f e t y  c onc er ns . 

T h is  op t ion  c onne c t s  dow n tow n  to  t he  lake  w i t h  pr o te c te d  b ike  lane s ,  w i t h  on - s t r e e t 
p ar k ing  s ep ar a t ing  c ar  t r a f f ic  f r om  b iker s .

T h is  op t ion  pr ov ide s  a  pr o te c te d  b ik ing  and  walk ing  c en ter  t r a i l  bu t  c ould  p o s e 
c i r cu la t ion  is sue s  as  us er s  ar e  en ter ing  and  ex i t ing  t he  mul t i - us e  t r a i l  s e c t ion . 

PLACE YOUR VOTES!
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PROJECT  STUDY  AREA ZONE  1 
•	 Average Spaces: 14.7
•	 Busiest time was Thursday afternoon between 12:00 

pm - 2:00 pm.

•	 On average, 73 % of the spaces were full.

ZONE  2
•	 Average Spaces: 13.8
•	 Busiest time was Thursday afternoon between 4:00 

pm - 6:00 pm.

•	 On average, 49 % of the spaces were full.

ZONE  3
•	 Average Spaces: 12.8
•	 Busiest time was Thursday afternoon between 12:00 

pm - 2:00 pm.

•	 On average, 41 % of the spaces were full.

ZONE  4
•	 Average Spaces: 13.8
•	 Busiest time was Friday morning between 10:00 am 

- 12:00pm.

•	 On average, 49% of the spaces were full.

ZONE  5
•	 Average Spaces: 12.5
•	 Busiest time was Friday afternoon between 12:00pm 

- 2:00 pm

•	 On average, 73 % of the spaces were full.

ZONE  6
•	 Average Spaces: 16.8
•	 Busiest time was Thursday afternoon between 12:00 

pm - 2:00 pm.

•	 On average, 76 % of the spaces were full.

LOT  A  Erie & 6th Street
•	 Total Spaces: 44
•	 Busiest time was Thursday afternoon between 4:00 

pm - 6:00 pm.

•	 On average, 33% of the spaces were full.

LOT  B  Geneseo & 6th Street 
•	 Total Spaces: 40
•	 Busiest time was Thursday afternoon between 12:00 

pm - 2:00 pm.

•	 On average, 17 % of the spaces were full.

LOT  C  Michigan & 6th Street
•	 Total Spaces: 71
•	 Busiest time was Thursday afternoon between 12:00 

pm - 2:00 pm.

•	 On average, 51 % of the spaces were full.

LOT  D  Erie & Railroad Street
•	 Total Spaces: 40
•	 Busiest time was Thursday morning between 10:00 

am - 12:00pm

•	 On average, 84 % of the spaces were full.

In July 2022, ISG conducted six days of on-site parking counts to understand the demand for parking in Downtown Storm Lake. The counts were 
taken on the busiest days downtown – Thursday, Friday, and Saturday – and during the busiest times, like over the lunch hour or right after work. 
The data provided below is an average of over 1,400 records that were collected over the six-day period!

• 	A L M O S T  3 0 %  O F  T H E  S P A C E S  O N 
L A K E  A V E N U E  W E R E  A V A I L A B L E 

D U R I N G  T H E  B U S I E S T  T I M E  O F  D AY !

• 	O V E R  6 0 %  O F  T H E  S P A C E S  I N  P U B L I C 
P A R K I N G  L O T S  W E R E  A V A I L A B L E 

D U R I N G  T H E  B U S I E S T  T I M E  O F  D AY ! 

• 	O V E R  T H E  C O U R S E  O F  T H E  P A R K I N G 
S T U D Y,  A N  A V E R A G E  O F  6 8 %  O F 

T H E  P A R K I N G  S P A C E S  W E R E  O P E N 
D O W N T O W N !


